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INTELLIGENCE RESEARCHER AND DATA SCIENTIST 


Emil Ole William Kirkegaard is a Danish intelligence researcher 
and autodidact. Holding a bachelor degree in linguistics from Aarhus 





University in Denmark, one of the top ranked universities in the world, 
Emil Kirkegaard has published extensively in peer reviewed journals, 
mostly focusing on intelligence research and stereotypes. A 2019 
scientometric study found Kirkegaard to be one of the most 
controversial intelligence researchers. He is a research fellow at 
Richard Lynn's Ulster Institute for Social Research and his work has 
been recommended by the famous American political scientist Charles 





Murray. Kirkegaard is a descendant of the Danish painter Harald 
Rudyard Engman, who was forced to flee Denmark during the Nazi occupation due to his anti-Nazi 
work. Emil Kirkegaard, however, is not related to the existentialist philosopher Seren Kierkegaard. 


CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


OPENPSYCH JOURNALS 

In 2014, Kirkegaard founded the OpenPsych journals together with Davide Piffer, an Italian 
intelligence researcher. The journals follow modern open-science principles featuring open-access, 
open-data, and open-research materials, as well as open-peer review. The journals have been 
criticized by journalists and academics alike. However, criticism of the journals fails to amount to 
anything resembling a sound philosophical critique. Noah Carl, Emil Kirkegaard, and other members 


of staff later published an editorial defending the journals against accusations. In early 2021, the 
journals were merged to a single mega-journal and resumed publication after a 2 year hiatus. 


OKCUPID DATA RELEASE 

Emil Kirkegaard made international news in 2016 when he published a dataset built from user 
data from the dating websiteOKCupid. The data had been gathered from the site using a webscraper. 
The compiled dataset was uploaded to Open Science Framework's servers, but was later deleted at 
the request of the dating site itself on copyright grounds (DMCA). Both the data and the study based 


on the data still remain online. The incident itself has been used as a case study in research ethics. 
Emil Kirkegaard's stated reason for releasing the data was his support for open data in research. 


LONDON CONFERENCE ON INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH 

Kirkegaard has been a key organizer and regular attendee of the London Conference on 
Intelligence (LCI) which is held to discuss intelligence (IQ) research and related topics. The 
conference was held on the campus of University College London from 2014 until 2017. The 
conference was moved from London to Skanderborg, Denmark, in May 2018. It was held in 
unannounced locations in 2019 and 2020. 
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